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INTRODUCTION

Background Information

The U.5. Army Corps of Engineers has proposed: {1) that road
sections from Nu'u'uli to Faga'alu on Tutuila Island be improved {Figs.
1, 2, and 3); (2) that beach and shoreline erosion be haited along Coconut
Peint, from Nu'uo'osegi Cove to Mulinu'u Point (Figs. 1, 2, and 3); and
(3) that a boat harbor be constructed on the island of Aunu‘u, American
Samoa (Fig. 4). The job contract from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to Archaeological Research Center Hawaii, Inc. called for a reconnaissance
survey of the road, shoreline and harbor sites to determine the possible
archaeological, historical, and cultural significance in thase areas.
This survey was conducted to locate, identify, record, and evaluate any
sites within and surrounding the road, shoreline and harbor areas, and
to determine the necessity for another, more detailed archaecological,

historical, and cultural investigation of significant sites found during

the survey.

Previous Work

A considerable amount of scholarly Titerature exists for the
Samoan Islands, the majority dealing with the prehistory, history, and
culture of politically independent Western Samoa. Information on American

Samoa is centered principally on the Manu'a Group, for it was from these
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ROAD SECTIONS AND SHORELINE SURVEY AREA
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islands that the original Samoan culture is said to be derived.

Peter H. Buck (1930) studied the material culture of Samoa in the
Tate 1920's. 1In 1960 and 1961, William Kikuchi {1963) conducted fieldwork
in American Samoa for his Master's thesis, and in 1962 he worked with
Yosihiko Sinoto of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum to complete reconnaissance
surveys and archaeclogical test excavations on Tutuila and Ta'u Islands.

Since then, no archaeological work has been undertaken in the immediate

areas with which this report is conterned.

Field Team

The field team was composed of Mr. Stephen L. Palama and Mr. Thomas

E. Silva of the Archaeological Research Center Hawaii, Inc., Lawa’'i, Hawai'i.



